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At length, for the third or fourth time, they descended into the celly,
ered not in a muscle, My heart beat calmly as that of one whe ),
tnocence. | walked the cellar from end to end. | folded my armg
bosom, and roamed casily to and fro. The police were thoroughly
and prepared to depart. The glee at my heart was too strong to be re

urned to say if but one word, by way of triumph, and to
sur",‘thEir assurance of my guiltlessness.

Gentlemen,” | said at last, as the party ascended the steps, | deligh;
have allayed your suspicions. | wish you all health, and a little more to
tesy. By the bye, gentlemen, this—this is a very well constructed hoyge. ur-
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II'IE' rabid desire Lo say :-;n-me_:‘,hing :_*uml}', | :-il:.':.’ll'{‘{‘:l"y' knew "r"r'l"l.at | uu,,;_.r{.d at
all.]—"1 may say an excellently well constructed house. These wullf._._ﬂm

You going, gentlemen?—these walls are solidly put together;” angd here
thrnugh the mere phren?_}r of bravado, | rap[:r-E'I:J hﬂﬂ\"il}', with a cane “"hil:‘h i
hEld in my h.ﬂnd. upon that very purl'_iun of the hritk—wurk hehind Whill.':]-.
stood the corpse of the wife of my bosom.

But may God shield and deliver me from the fangs of the Arch-Fieng: N
sooner had the reverberation of my blows sunk into silence, than | Wia
answered by a voice from within the tomb!—Dby a cry, at first muffled and
broken, like the sobbing of a child, and then quickly swelling into one long,
loud, and continuous scream, utterly anomalous and inhuman—a |'u::1.-u1-_g1l
wailing shriek, half of horror and half of triumph, such as might have arisen
only out of hell, conjointly from the throats of the damned in their agony
and of the demons that exult in the damnation.

Of my own thoughts it is folly to speak. Swooning, | staggered to the oppo-
site wall. For one instant the party upon the stairs remained motionless,
through extremity of terror and of awe. In the next, a dozen stout arms were
toiling at the wall. It fell bodily. The corpse, already greatly decayed and clot-
ted with gore, stood erect before the eyes of the spectators. Upon its head,
with red extended mouth and solitary eye of fire, sat the hideous beast whose
craft had seduced me into murder, and whose informing voice had consigned
me to the hangman. | had walled the monster up within the tomb!

1843, 1845

The Purloined Letter!

At Paris, just after dark one gusty evening in the autumn of 18—, 1 was
enjoying the twofold luxury of meditation and a meerschaum,? in company
with my friend C. Auguste Dupin, in his little back library, or book-closet,
au troisieme,” No. 33, Rue Dundt, Faubourg St. Germain. For one hour al
least we had maintained a profound silence; while each, to any casual
observer, might have seemed intently and exclusively occupied with the

1. The text is that of the hrst publication in The the Rue Morgue” (1841) and “The Mystery al
Gift, a Philadelphia annual dated 1845 but for Marie Roget” (1842).

sale late in 1844, Historians of detective fiction 2. Tobacco pipe. ]
usually cite Poe’s three stories about C. Auguste 3. Actually the fourth floor (because the French

Dupin as the first of the genre. This is the third do not count the first, the roz-de-chamssée)-
Dupin story, the others being *The Murders in
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curling eddies of smoke that oppressed the af mosphere of the chamber. For
myselb, however, | was mentally discussing certain topics which had formed
atter for conversation between us at an earlier period of the evening; |
mean the “m‘”:’r the Rue Morgue, and the mystery attending the murder
of Marie Roget. i looked upon it, therefore, as something of coincidence,
when the door ol our apartment was thrown open and admitted our old
goquaintance, Monsieur G  the Prefect of the Parisian police.

We gave him a {mnrt y welcome; for there was nearly half as much of the
entertaining as of the contemptible about the man, and we had not seen
him for 5c1rf.=nll vears. We had I'.IEL'II :-iitl:ing in the d;.rk1 and Dupin NOW
qrose for the purpose of lighting a lamp, but sat down again, without doing
<0, UpoN G.'s saying that he had called to consy It us, or rather to ask the
ppinion of my friend, about some official business which had occasioned a
greal deal of trouble.

“If it is any point requiring reflection,” observed Dupin, as he forebore to
enkindle the wick, “we shall examine it to better purpose in the dark.”

“That is another of your odd notions.” said the Prefect, who had a fashion
of calling every thing “odd” that was beyond his comprehension, and thus
lived amid an absolute legion of “oddities.”

“Very true,” said Dupin, as he supplied his visiter with a pipe, and rolled
towards him a very comfortable chair.

“And what is the difficulty now?” I asked. “Nothing more in the assassi-
nation way, I hope?”

“Oh no; nothing of that nature. The fact is, the business is very simple
i indeed, and I make no doubt that we can manage it sufficiently well our-
selves; but then I thought Dupin would like to hear the details uI'HiI, because
it is so excessively odd.”

- “Simple and odd,” said Dupin.

“Why, yes; and not exactly that, either. The fact is, we have all been a good
deal puzzled because the affair is so simple, and yet baffles us altogether.”

“Perhaps it is the very simplicity of the thing which puts vou at fault,”
said my friend.

“What nonsense you do talk!” replied the Prefect, laughing heartily.

"Perhaps the mystery is a little too plain,” said Dupin.

“Oh, good heavens! who ever heard of such an idea?”

“A little too self-evident.”

“Ha! ha! ha!—ha! ha! ha!—ho! ho! ho!" roared out our visiter, profoundly
amused, “oh, Dupin, you will be the death of me yet!”

« "And what, after all, is the matter on hand?” I asked.

“Why, I will tell you,” replied the Prefect, as he gave a long, steady, and
Contemplative puff, and settled himself in his chair. “I will tell you in a few
words; but, before 1 begin, let me caution you that this is an affair demand-
Ing the greatest secrecy, and that | should most probably lose the position
I ":F-w hold, were it known that I confided it to any one.”

b HPrn-:eed," said 1.
*j Or not,” said Dupin.

=
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4, ,
The earlier cases solved by Dupin.
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“Well, then; I have received I‘L‘rsunul information, from a VEry hi!i',h Quar.
ter, that a certain document of the last importance, hﬂs.hr'.en Purloineg
from the royal apartments. The individual who purloined it is known, thi
beyond a doubt; he was seen to take it. It is known, also, that it stl] "Ernuin:
in his possession.”

"How is this known?" asked Dupin.

“It is clearly inferred,” replied the Prefect, : docy.
ment, and from the non-appearance of certain 'TF:”IH Whmh,w””m at onee
arise from its passing out of the robber’s i‘“s*"u“"m:_t,h%t 15 Lo say, From
his emploving it as he must design in the end to employ it.

“Be a little more explicit,” I said. -

“Well, | may venture so far as to say that the paper gives its holder 4 cer
tain power in a certain quarter where such power is immensely valuable
The Prefect was fond of the cant of diplomacy.

“Still I do not quite understand,” said Dupin.

“No? Well; the disclosure of the document to a third person, who shaj)
be nameless, would bring in question the honour of a personage of most
exalted station; and this fact gives the holder of the document an ascep.
dancy over the illustrious personage whose honour and peace are so jegp.
ardized.”

“But this ascendancy,” I interposed, “would depend upon the robber’s
knowledge of the loser’s knowledge of the robber. Who would dare—"

“The thief,” said G, “is the—Minister D , who dares all things, those

unbecoming as well as those becoming a man. The method of the theft was
not less ingenious than bold. The document in question—a letter, to be
frank—had been received by the personage robbed while alone in the royal
boudoir. During its perusal she was suddenly interrupted by the entrance of
the other exalted personage from whom especially it was her wish to conceal
it. After a hurried and vain endeavour to thrust it in a drawer, she was forced
to place it, open as it was, upon a table. The address, however, was upper-
most, and the contents thus unexposed, the letter escaped notice. At this
juncture enters the Minister D . His lynx eye immediately perceives the
paper, recognises the handwriting of the address, observes the confusion of
the personage addressed, and fathoms her secret. After some business trans-
actions, hurried through in his ordinary manner, he produces a letter some-
what similar to the one in question, opens it, pretends to read it, and then
places it in close juxtaposition to the other. Again he converses, for some
fifteen minutes, upon the public affairs. At length, in taking leave, he takes
also from the table the letter to which he had no claim. Its rightful owner
saw, but, of course, dared not call attention to the act, in the presence of the
third personage who stood at her elbow. The minister decamped; leaving his
own letter—one of no importance—upon the table.”

“Here, then,” said Dupin to me, “you have precisely what you demand to
make the ascendancy complete—the robber’s knowledge of the losers
knowledge of the robber.”

“Yes,” replied the Prefect; “and the power thus attained has, for some
months past, been wielded, for political purposes, to a very dangerous extent:
The personage robbed is more thoroughly convinced, every day, of the neces-
sity of reclaiming her letter. But this, of course, cannot be done openly- In
fine, driven to despair, she has committed the matter to me.”

“from the nature of the
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lice have dul‘{E this thing often before,”
w0 ves; and for this reason | did not des
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nig : ; ans numerous. They sleep at a distance
from their mﬂs[[fr 5: :i]:-art ments, and, being chiefly mezpumgns, are readily
made erlnIl-L. I ave keys, as you know, with which | can open any cha mber
or cabinet in Paris. For three months 4 night has not passed, during the
greater part of which I have not been engaged, pers rFrII % 5

Hotel. My honour i< : LS » personally, in ransacking
the D : 4 IS Interested, and, to mention a great secret,
the reward is enormous. Sfﬂl did not abandon the search until I had become
fully 531i5ﬁ“'€l that the thief is a more astute man than myself. I fancy that
| have investigated every nook and corner of the premises in which it is pos-
sible that the paper can be concealed.”

“But is it not possible,” I suggested, “that although the letter may be in
pus.sessiun of the minister, as it unquestionably is, he may have concealed it
elsewhere than upon his own premises?”

“This is barely possible,” said Dupin. “The present peculiar condition of
affairs at court, and especially of those intrigues in which D is known
to be involved, would render the instant availability of the document—its
susceptibility ol being produced at a moment's notice—a point of nearly
equal importance with its possession.” '

“Its susceptibility of being produced?” said 1.

“That is to say, of being destroyed,” said Dupin.

“True,” I observed; “the paper is clearly then upon the premises. As for its
being upon the person of the minister, we may consider that as out of the
question.”

“Entirely,” said the Prefect. “He has been twice waylaid, as if by footpads,
and his person rigorously searched under my own inspection.”

“You might have spared yourself this trouble,” said Dupin. “D , | pre-
sume, is not altogether a fool, and, if not, must have anticipated these way-

layings, as a matter of course.”
“Not altogether a fool,” said G——, "but then he’s a poet, which I take to

be only one remove from a fool.”

S¢ investigations. The Parisian

pair. The habits of the minister

5. Informed about (French).
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the cabinets we took the chairs. The cushions we probed with the f;,, lon
needles you have seen me employ. From the tables we removed the tops.”

“Why so?” _

“Sometimes the top of a table, or other similarly 3"3“_3'3‘1 piece of Furn;.
ture, is removed by the person wishing to cnmfeal an article: then the ll!gjg
excavated, the article deposited within the cavity, and the top replaceq The
bottoms and tops of bed-posts are employed in the same way.”

“But could not the cavity be detected by sounding?” I asked.

“By no means, if, when the article is deposited, a sufficient wadding of

cotton be placed around it. Besides, in our case, we were obliged to Proceed

without noise.”
“But you could not have removed—you could not have taken to pieces g

articles of furniture in which it would have been possible to make a deposi
in the manner you mention. A letter may be compressed into a thin spiral
roll, not differing much in shape or bulk from a large knitting-needle, apg
in this form it might be inserted into the rung of a chair, for example, Yoy
did not take to pieces all the chairs?"

“Certainly not; but we did better—we examined the rungs of every chaj;
in the hotel, and, indeed, the jointings of every description of furniture, by
the aid of a most powerful microscope.® Had there been any traces of recent
disturbance we should not have failed to detect it instanter.” A single grain
of gimlet-dust, or sawdust, for example, would have been as obvious as an
apple. Any disorder in the glueing—any unusual gaping in the joints—
would have sufficed to insure detection.”

*Of course you looked to the mirrors, between the boards and the plates,
and you probed the beds and the bed-clothes, as well as the curtains and
carpets.”

“That of course; and when we had absolutely completed every particle of
the furniture in this way, then we examined the house itself. We divided its
entire surface into compartments, which we numbered, so that none might
be mESSEd;. then we scrutinized each individual square inch throughout the
premises, including the two houses immediately adjoining, with the micro-
scope, as before.”

“The two houses adjoining!” I exclaimed; “you must have had a great deal
of trouble.”

6. A powerful magnifying glass. 7. Instantly (Latin).
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“Oh yes!”—And here the Prefect, producing a memorandum-book, pro-
ceeded to read aloud a minute account of the internal, and especially of the

- Soon after finishing the
Perusal of this description, he took his departure, more entirely depressed

own the good gentleman before.
In about a month afterwards he paid us another vi
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“Confound him, say I—yes; | made the re-examination, however, as Dupin
suggested—but it was all labour lost, as l knew it ":-’_?Uld be. _
“How much was the reward offered, did you say? " asked Dupin,
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.'t'r]'l‘_'r, A very great deal—a very liberal reward—I don't |ike 6,
-rm".:h' Precisely; but one thing 1 will say, that | wouldn't ming Hi‘.'-'.}!'
individyal check for fifty thousand francs to any one who could m“.;‘ﬂ m,
that letyer, The fact is, it is becoming of more and more imPﬂrtan{,;l Me
day; and the reward has been lately doubled. If it were trebled,
I e ld do no more than I have done.” Vg
- “.rh},‘ ves,"” said Dupin, drawlingly, between the whills of his meersch,
Ireally—think, G » you have not exerted yourself—to the utmgg, : Al
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I‘I‘lflttﬂr. You might—do a little more, | think, eh? "
How?—in what way?"
Why—puff, puff—you might—puff, puff—employ counsel in the Matg
. :r

ehlf:"—j—puff. puff, puff. Do you remember the story they tell “”"’“’“eth,@--;
No; hang Abernethy!"

_To be sure! hang him and welcome. But, once upon a time, a cerqy;
rich miser conceived the design of spunging upon this Abernethy for , me dlj
|c=:1|l Opinion. Getting up, for this purpose, an ordinary conversation jp,
Private company, he insinuated his case to the physician, as that of an
Imaginary individual,

""We will suppose,” said the miser, ‘that his symptoms are such angd such:
now, doctor, what would you have directed him to take?' '

“"Take!" said Abernethy, ‘why, take advice, to be sure.'”

“But,” said the Prefect, a little discomposed, “I am perfectly willing 1
take advice, and to pay for it. I would really give fifty thousand francs, every
centime of it, to any one who would aid me in the matter!”

“In that case,” replied Dupin, opening a drawer, and producing a check.
book, “you may as well fill me up a check for the amount mentioned, When
vou have signed it, [ will hand you the letter.”

I was astounded. The Prefect appeared absolutely thunder-stricken. For
some minutes he remained speechless and motionless, looking incredy.-
lously at my friend with open mouth, and eyes that seemed starting from
their sockets; then, apparently recovering himself in some measure, he
seized a pen, and after several pauses and vacant stares, finally filled up and
signed a check for fifty thousand francs, and handed it across the table to
Dupin. The latter examined it carefully and deposited it in his pocket-book:
then, unlocking an escritoire,? took thence a letter and gave it to the Prefect.
This functionary grasped it in a perfect agony of joy; opened it with a trem-
bling hand, cast a rapid glance at its contents, and then, scrambling and
struggling to the door, rushed at length unceremoniously from the room
and from the house, without having uttered a solitary syllable since Dupin
had requested him to fill up the check.

When he had gone, my friend entered into some explanations,

“The Parisian police,” he said, “are exceedingly able in their way. They are
persevering, ingenious, cunning, and thoroughly versed in the knowledge
which their duties seem chiefly to demand. Thus when G detailed to us
his mode of searching the premises at the Hotel D . 1 felt the entire
confidence in his having made a satisfactory investigation—so far as his
labours extended.”

8. Probably the English surgeon John Abernethy 9. Writing desk (French).
(1764-1831).
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far a8 his labours extended?” said 1. _
"5:] " gaid Dupin. “The measures adopted were not only the best of their
E51ut carried out to absolute perfection. Had the letter been depﬂsitﬂd
kiﬂdf the range of their search, these fellows would, hey{md a question,
withl?ﬂund it.”
b erely laughed—but he seemed quite serious in all that he said.
ITﬂI]w measures, then,” he continued, “were good in their kind, and well
ated; their defect lay in their being inapplicable to the case, and to the
o ,:Lt:crtili“ set of highly ingenious resources are, with the Prefect, a sort
[:]I:ucruslfﬂ“ bed,' to which he forcibly adapts his designs. But he perpetu-
t crs by being too deep or too shallow, for the matter in hand; and many
ally ;ﬂnlhf;}' is a better reasoner than he. | knew one about eight years of age,

i o success at guessing in the game of ‘even and odd’ attracted universal
”hm?,-a-;inn. This game is simple, and is played with marbles. One player
Ed;; i his hand a number of these toys; and demands of another whether
h;t Lumber is even or odd. If the guess is right, the guesser wins one; if
| ang he loses one. The boy to whom I allude won all the marbles of the
wfm,li Of course he had some principle of guessing; and this lay in mere
igervﬂliﬂ“ and Ell:]mIEﬂsuremenl of the astuteness of his opponents. For
example, an arrant simpleton is his opponent, and, holding up his closed
hand, asks, ‘are they even or odd?' Our schoolboy replies ‘odd,’ and loses; but

on the second trial he wins, for he then says to himself, ‘the simpleton
had them even upon the first trial, and his amount of cunning is just suffi-
cient to make him have them odd upon the second; I will therefore guess
odd;—he guesses odd, and wins. Now, with a simpleton a degree above the
first, he would have reasoned thus: ‘this fellow finds that in the first instance
| guessed odd, and, in the second, he will propose to himself, upon the first
impulse, a simple variation from even to odd, as did the first simpleton; but
then a second thought will suggest that this is too simple a variation, and
finally he will decide upon putting it even as before. I will therefore guess
even: —he guesses even, and wins. Now this mode of reasoning in the
schoolboy, whom his fellows termed ‘lucky,—what, in its last analysis, is it2"

“It is merely,” I said, “an identification of the reasoner’s intellect with that
of his opponent.”

“It is,” said Dupin; “and, upon inquiring of the boy by what means he
effected the thorough identification in which his success consisted, I received
answer as follows: ‘When | wish to find out how wise, or how stupid, or how
good, or how wicked is any one, or what are his thoughts at the moment,
I fashion the expression of my face, as accurately as possible, in accordance
with the expression of his, and then wait to see what thoughts or senti-
ments arise in my mind or heart, as if to match or correspond with the
expression.” This response of the schoolboy lies at the bottom of all the
spurious profundity which has been attributed to Rochefoucault, to La

Bougive, to Machiavelli, and to Campanella.”

1.

wi:::;j:?m‘i‘ legendary Greek bandit, made his who depicted human behavior as ultimately
‘treml-.in“ the bed he bound them to, either by maotivated by selfishness. Duc de la Rochefou-
ing nﬁang.l#-:m to the required length or by hack- cauld (1613=1680) and Jean de la Bruyére (1645—
5 op 1 Ny surplus length in the feet and legs. 1696), French moralists. Niccolo Macchiavelli

" Philosophers of the 15th to l6th centuries {1469-1527) and Tommaso Campanella (1568-
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ideas of ingenuity: and. in searching for any thing h“,]dt'"f advery only : o
modes in which they would have hidden it. They are right in this Much, N
their own ingenuity is a faithful rEprESt'nl.':ihr? of that of the p, ; bag wt
the cunning of the individual felon is diverse in chamcte_r i.'mrn lhfi”m.rn %
felon foils them, of course. This always happens when it is aboye g}, ™ the
and very usually when it is below. They have no variation of priru:ipk. b ':l.‘:“
investigations; at best, when urged by some unusual emergency_, ' ‘i
extraordinary rcward-—’thﬂ' extend or exaggerate their old modes ﬂrk""'f
tice, without touching their principles. What, for example, in (hj Case of
D——, has been done to vary the principle of action? What is al| th; bori =
and probing, and sounding, and scrutinizing with the microscope, and di:.:i'
ing the surface of the building into registered square inches—whgy it
but an exaggeration of the application of the one principle or set of Principle
of search, which are based upon the one set of notions regarding hyp,.
ingenuity, to which the Prefect, in the long routine of his duty, hy bet:
accustomed? Do you not see he has taken it for granted that all mep, Proceeq
to conceal a letter,—not exactly in a gimlet-hole bored in a chaip]eg_,hut &
least, in some out-of-the-way hole or corner suggested by the same tep, of
thought which would urge a man to secrete a letter in a gimlet-hole b
in a chair-leg? And do you not see also, that such recherchés® nooks for oy,
cealment are adapted only for ordinary occasions, and would he adopteq
only by ordinary intellects; for, in all cases of concealment, a disposal of the
article concealed—a disposal of it in this recherché manner,—is, in the very
first instance, presumed and presumable; and thus its discovery depends,
not at all upon the acumen, but altogether upon the mere care, patience,
and determination of the seekers; and where the case is of importance—or,
what amounts to the same thing in the policial eyes, when the reward is of
magnitude, the qualities in question have never been known to fail. You wil
now understand what I meant in suggesting that, had the purloined letter
been hidden any where within the limits of the Prefect’s examination—in
other words, had the principle of its concealment been comprehended within
the principles of the Prefect—its discovery would have been a matter alto-
gether beyond question. This functionary, however, has been thoroughly
mystified; and the remote source of his defeat lies in the supposition that the
Minister is a fool, because he has acquired renown as a poet. All fools are
poets; this the Prefect feels; and he is merely guilty of a non distributio medi
in thence inferring that all poets are fools.”

p’\-.
Hlqu

1639), ltalian philosophers. Poe used a variamt 3. O oedi reric (French)-
spelling for Rochefoucauld, and his printer prob- 4. A r::gﬁii;ﬁaua-;: (Latin).
ably misread “La Bruyére” as “La Bougive.”
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oput 18 thlﬁl r.f;:]}r::'h:::;:}?n : aTkEd' “There are two brothers, | know; and
pot v H“:}]':e D:ifﬁ:l:ential C'Ilr]lc 'I'Ilmrs. T-hﬂ Minister I believe has i
|,Ernt'd|3'rﬂ" R R R !': o 'I'"i‘ He 15a mathematician, and no poet.
“ayou are mistaken; i im well; he is both, As poet and mathemati-
an, he woulcl Eeason wj ‘ ;fslpﬂﬂ’ profoundly; as mere mathematician, he
¢ not have reasoned at all, and thus would have been at the mercy of
col! Fr‘,_,f'gcl." . _
Ehf\’ﬂ“ surprise me, I said, "by these opinions, which have been contra-
i _T.hﬂ vFlut‘ of I_h‘f ".Tf“hl' Tl’uu do ot mean to set at naught the well-
J idea of centuries, h-_ mathematical reason has been long regarded
o peason par -E'.Iff”{:'”{.‘f,

35'“" y a a parier. rr:pi’u:-d Dupin, quoting from Chamfort, ‘que toute idée
ubliqi":' toute cnr:-:f-_e[lrfm.nn reque, est une sottise, car elle a convenue au
plus grand n-::lmll:rll:; ) u';t mit Inenmlu:lru;-w.:;T I grant you, have done their best
1o promu !H““rt "'*_|l P n;"" c{Tr. to which you u".udu' and which is none the
Jess an error ﬂrl i bhp Imu ,I._.*rlll?n as truth. With an art worthy a better
cquse, for exampe, & I'_"::"r 1ave insinuated the term ‘analysis’ into application
9 3|g.pbrn. I'he ]—_rrnr_ are T.he_nrlglnumrs of this particular deception; but
faterm is ﬂfélmy |n1|}m'.telm:l:—r|fwurds derive any value from applicability—
then 'H"ﬂl?’?'ﬁ L o i_'lﬂt‘flril 'ul::-uu.t as much as, in Latin, ‘ambitus’ implies
mbition, religio” ‘religion,” or ‘homines honesti,’ a set of honourable men.”

“You have a |r||.m|rnffr on hand, I see,” said I. “with some of the algebraists
of Paris; but proceed.

«| dispute the availability, and thus the value, of that reason which is culti-
vated in any especial form other than the abstractly logical. I dispute, in par-
icular, the reason educed by mathematical study. The mathematics are the
science of form and quantity; mathematical reasoning is merely logic applied
o observation upon form and quantity. The great error lies in supposing that
even the truths of what is called pure algebra, are abstract or general truths.
And this error is so egregious that | am confounded at the universality with
which it has been received. Mathematical axioms are not axioms of general
truth. What is true of relation—of form and quantity—is often grossly false
in regard to morals, for example. In this latter science it is very usually untrue
that the aggregated parts are equal to the whole. In chemistry also the axiom
fails. In the consideration of motive it fails; for two motives, each of a given
value, have not, necessarily, a value when united, equal to the sum of their
values apart. There are numerous other mathematical truths which are only
truths within the limits of relation. But the mathematician argues, from his
finite truths, through habit, as if they were of absolutely general applicabil-
ity—as the world indeed imagines them to be. Bryant,® in his very learned
Mythology, mentions an analogous source of error, when he says that
although the Pagan fables are not believed, yet we forget ourselves continu-
ally, and make inferences from them as existing realities.” With the algebra-
ist, however, who are Pagans themselves, the ‘Pagan fables’ are believed, and
the inferences are made, not so much through lapse of memory, as through

an unaccountable addling of the brains. In short, | never yet encountered the

3. T!“-"lildtlﬁ ane [|‘1ijl CVETY COmmon mirtion, every Maximes et Pensées,
:.:'F"fd comvention, is nonsense, because it has 6. Jacob Bryamt (1715=1804), English scholar
suited itself o ghe majority {French). Sébastian who wrote A New System, or an Analysis of Antient

h Nicolas Chamfort (1741~1794), author of Mytholagy (1774-76).




686 | EDGAR ALLAN POE

. 3
mere mathematician who could be trusted out of equal roots, o 0

: ¥ R 2 Ne
not Elilﬂ{l{'ﬂti“f]v h('lll] it as a |}ﬂ'||![ ﬂ'l h'i'.'n L"II[]"I X +p.-'i' Wiasg ahs{}]u;::'lﬁdli}

unconditionally ;.quzll to . Say to one of these guntlemen, by Way ﬂl’e_}l ang

ment, if vou please, that you helieve DL"IL'&IHIHZI]"IF may occur WhE‘I‘E 24 kF"Eri,
» If you please, 1 havine made him understand wh Px
altogether equal to g, and having mé at iy
;JE.‘[; h}T Ltluil ‘I"E;{ ) dii#’ 15 convenient, for, beyond douby, he Meqy,
out of his reach as speedily

Wil] ., . Bt

knock you down i,

our to Knock you down. ) . _
“I mean to say,” continued Dupin, while 1 nmreli laugheq at b

observations, “that if the Minister had been ni_l T‘IHH‘E;: t an 4 mathema[i ,last

the Prefect would have been under no necessity ol giving this Clan,

Had he been no more than a poet, I think it probable that he wnufh"fk.

: , : athematici; d b,
foiled us all. 1 knew him, hﬂ‘:‘*’f‘ﬂv as hm!-'l::lr ferenc :]I\End_ g
measures were adapted to his capacity, with Te € Lo the Circumg, "

by which he was surrounded. I knew him as a courtier, too, apg as g 5,
intriguant. Such a man, I considered, could not fail to be aware of the mj'_d
nary policial modes of action. He {:DLI'C! not hﬂ‘f’f‘- Fﬂ']Ed to Hntitipate--a ;
events have proved that he did not fail to anticipate—the ""'El!r'laju’ings“{I
which he was subjected. He must have foreseen, I reflected, ¢, seq :
investigations of his premises. His fr-equer‘lt 3!35'3“‘3'33_ from home at njghrﬂ
which were hailed by the Prefect as certain aids to his success, | p
only as ruses, to afford opportunity for thurﬂugﬁ search to the police, i
thus the sooner to impress them with the conviction to which B

fact, did finally arrive—the conviction that the letter was not upon 1,[;::
premises. | felt, also, that the whole train of thought, which [ wgs at som
pains in detailing to you just now, concerning the invariable principle of
policial action in searches for articles concealed—I felt that this whole
train of thought would necessarily pass through the mind of the Minister
It would imperatively lead him to despise all the ordinary nooks of concel
ment. He could not, I reflected, be so weak as not to see that the most jps;
cate and remote recess of his hotel would be as open as his commones
closets to the eyes, to the probes, to the gimlets, and to the microscopes of
the Prefect. I saw, in fine, that he would be driven, as a matter of course, g
simplicity, if not deliberately induced to it as a matter of choice. You wil
remember, perhaps how desperately the Prefect laughed when 1 suggested,
upon our first interview, that it was just possible this mystery troubled him
so much on account of its being so very self-evident.”

“Yes,” said I, “I remember his merriment well. I really thought he woul
have fallen into convulsions.”

“The material world,” continued Dupin, “abounds with very strict anale-
gies to the immaterial; and thus some colour of truth has been given 0 the
rhetorical dogma, that metaphor, or simile, may be made to s1:r||:ﬂg,ﬂ"ﬂ'!1 an
argument, as well as to embellish a description. The principle of thevi!f'”ﬁ”
tize,” for example, with the amount of momentum proportionate Wi[.l"l it a :
consequent upon it, seems to be identical in physics and metaphysics "iﬂ
not more true in the former, that a large body is with more difficulty Setm
motion than a smaller one, and that its subsequent impetus is ':“mm?nstfr
rate with this difﬁﬂﬂl[}", than it is, in the IHHET, that intellects Dfl’hfﬂ':hﬂlr
capacity, while more forcible, more constant, and more eventful in

7. The power of inertia (Latin).
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‘ﬂ‘_t‘n..mﬂﬁ. than those of inferior ar
;1 aviacead

arrassed a e : :
more emb d full of hesitation i the first few steps of their prog-

qin: have vou e : :
rﬂgs" r‘!ﬁl" 1 < ). u ever r'I':l”‘l. “:Ed “"h]{_‘h []-r lhE street Sigl'ls, over !hE Sh{’F’_
Jors, are the most attractive of attention”

« have never given the matter a thought,” | said.

«There 18 Hl gﬂ.n‘lﬂ of pl.,!r.ﬂe.*i, he resumed, “which is pl;.]_}-'t‘-l’_l upon a map.
One PEFW playing requires another to find a given word—the name of
oW, river, stale, or empire—any word, in short, upon the motley and

erplexﬁd 5u1rfa¢:e of the chart. A novice in the game generally seeks to
embarrass his opponents by giving them the most minutely lettered names;
put the adept selects such words as stretch, in large characters, from one
end of the Fh“”‘ to the other. These, like the over-largely lettered signs and
p'lafﬂrds of the street, sacape observation by dint of being excessively obvi-
ous; and here the ph!"?"“'ﬂl oversight is precisely analogous with the moral
inap]lfﬂh"’“““"[ by which the intellect suffers to pass unnoticed those con-
siderations _wh h:.:h are too obtrusively and too palpably self-evident. But
this is @ point, 1L appears, somewhat above or beneath the understanding
of the Prefect. He never once thought it probable, or possible, that the
Minister had deposited the letter immediately beneath the nose of the
whole world, by way of best preventing any portion of that world from per-
ceiving it.

“But the more I reflected upon the daring, dashing, and discriminating

ingenuity of D ; upon the fact that the document must always have
been at hand, if he intended to use it to good purpose; and upon the deci-
sive evidence, obtained by the Prefect, that it was not hidden within the
limits of that dignitary’s ordinary search—the more satisfied | became that,
to conceal this letter, the Minister had resorted to the comprehensive and
sagacious expedient of not attempting to conceal it at all.
. “Full of these ideas, I prepared myself with a pair of green spectacles,
and called one fine morning, quite by accident, at the ministerial hotel. |
found D at home, yawning, lounging, and dawdling as usual, and
pretending to be in the last extremity of ennui.* He is, perhaps, the most
teally energetic human being now alive—but that is only when nobody
sees him.

“To be even with him, I complained of my weak eyes, and lamented the
necessity of the spectacles, under cover of which I cautiously and thoroughly
surveyed the whole apartment, while seemingly intent only upon the conver-
sation of my host.

v “I paid especial attention to a large writing-table near which he sat, and
upon which lay confusedly, some miscellanous letters and other papers, with
one or two musical instruments and a few books. Here, however, after a long
and very deliberate scrutiny, I saw nothing to excite particular suspicion.
n“At length my eyes, in going the circuit of the room, fell upon a trumpery
fillagree card-rack of pasteboard, that hung dangling by a dirty blue riband,
from a little brass knob just beneath the middle of the mantel-piece. In this
rack, which had three or four compartments, were five or six visiting-cards,
and a solitary letter. This last was much soiled and crumpled. It was torn
nearly in two, across the middle—as if a design, in the first instance, to tear

ade, are yet the less readily moved, and

8. Boredom (French).
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had been ullrn-l}l‘, or sllnttl.nin .th“ Segg |
cipher very conspicug, My
P "il]rh Ay h“!

. the Ministe, h

&AM

it entirely up as wort hbess,
a large black seal, bearing the D-
female han

ddressed. in a diminutive :
was thrust carelessly. and even, as |
f the rack.
ter, than | concluded j &

the uppermost divisions 1¢=d his let
“No sooner had | glanced at this :
which | was in sramlf_ To be sure, it was, 10 “|!‘anp{*ﬂrur!tﬁ rﬂdll"ﬂ"y d:l of
ent from the one of which the PHJHL h;"-l E:“ “ﬁc:]:h:nr":l:e ! dﬂ{.r'!F:!"h-
P — black, with the » Lhere, j¢ i

Here the seal was large and blac f'amil}'- Here, the Hddr;::‘ ""llH
the superscription t{-} ta the

' 10

d. o D

and red. with the ducal arms t;l' the .5 prie
ni : imi ' minine; i
minister, was diminutive and fe e o o P Hlﬂner s
[fmn, the radicalness of these di Ffﬂr?""’ d
Rig,

tain royal personage, was marked
e soiled and torn condition of the -

a point of r:ﬂrrf-spnndence. Bu;‘
which was excessive; the dirt, t _
inconsistent with the true methodical habits of D , and so “"Eﬁﬂsth,;t“
dea of the worthlessnes, ; of
®

i n i
a design to delude the beholder into a e
document; these things, together with the hyper—}-::blruswe situation of
document, full in the view of every visiter, ot e Exﬂﬂti}’ i at‘:ﬁ’dam:s
with the conclusions to which I had previously arrived; these things, Iz‘-a‘E
in one who came with the intene; ¥,
lon

were strongly corroborative of suspicion,

to suspect.

“I protracted my visit as long as possible, and, w.hi]e |‘ maintained , Mog
upon a topic which I knew well | ;
I kept my attention really ri"ﬂ:d

animated discussion with the ministﬁ:n
never failed to interest and excite him, :
I committed to memory its exterpy|

upon the letter. In this examination,

appearance and arrangement in the rhac.k; and also fﬂl], at length, upon 4
discovery which set at rest whatever trivial doubt I might have entertaing]
In scrutinizing the edges of the paper, | observed them to be more chafed
than seemed necessary. They presented the broken appearance which
manifested when a stiff paper, having been once folded and pressed with
folder, is refolded in a reversed direction, in the same creases or edges whic},
had formed the original fold. This discovery was sufficient. It was clear ¢,
me that the letter had been turned, as a glove, inside out, re-directed, ang
re-sealed. 1 bade the minister good morning and took my departure at once,

leaving a gold snuff-box upon the table.
“The next morning I called for the snuff-box, when we resumed, quite

eagerly, the conversation of the preceding day. While thus engaged, how-
ever, a loud report, as if of a pistol, was heard immediately beneath the

windows of the hotel, and was succeeded by a series of fearful screams, and
rushed to a casement, threw it

the shoutings of a terrified mob. D
open, and looked out. In the meantime, I stepped to the card-rack, took the

letter, put it in my pocket, and replaced it by a fac-simile, which I had care-
fully prepared at my lodgings—imitating the D cipher, very readily, by

means of a seal formed of bread.
“The disturbance in the street had been occasioned by the frantic b-eh&:

iour of a man with a musket. He had fired it among a crowd of women an
children. It proved, however, to have been without ball, and the fellow w&
suffered to go his way as a lunatic or a drunkard. When he had gone, ? i
came from the window, whither I had followed him immediately upo"
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curing the object in view. Soon afterwards | bade him farewell. The pre-

se ded Junatic was a man in my own pay.”
en P i " s .
" put what purpose had you,” I asked, “in replacing the letter by a fac-

h
the W
ence @

5ILFH'H
0 En]}’, an

¢7 Would it not have been better, at the first visit, to have seized it
d departed?”
"DF"""-'" mp]ied_Dupin, “is a desperate man, and a man of nerve. His
otel, 00 is not without attendants devoted to his interests. Had 1 made
ild attempt you suggest, I should never have left the ministerial pres-
live. The good people of Paris would have heard of me no more. But
had an object apart from these considerations. You know my political
rep0ssessions. In this matter, I act as a partisan of the lady concerned.

For eighteen months the minister has had her in his power. She has now
him in hers—since, being unaware that the letter is not in his possession,
he will proceed with his exactions as if it was. Thus will he inevitably
commit himself, at once, to his political destruction. His downfall, too,
will not be more precipitate than awkward. It is all very well to talk about
the facilis descensus Averni;” but in all kinds of climbing, as Catalini' said
of singing, it is far more easy to get up than to come down. In the present
instance | have no sympathy—at least no pity for him who descends. He
is that monstrum horrendum,? an unprincipled man of genius. 1 confess,
however, that I should like very well to know the precise character of his
thoughts, when, being defied by her whom the Prefect terms ‘a certain
personage,’ he is reduced to opening the letter which I left for him in the

card-rack.”

would have been insulting. To be sure, D

“How? did you put any thing particular in it?"
“Why—it did not seem altogether right to leave the interior blank—that
, at Vienna once, did me an

evil turn, which 1 told him, quite good-humouredly, that I should remem-
ber. So, as | knew he would feel some curiosity in regard to the identity of
the person who had outwitted him, I thought it a pity not to give him a clue.
He is well acquainted with my MS., and I just copied into the middle of the
blank sheet the words—

They are to be found in Crébillon’s ‘Atrée.

“‘__Un dessein si funeste,
S'il n'est digne d’Atrée, est digne de Thyeste.’

Lk

1844

5. Fl'nm vilﬂil.s A"Flfid. baok 6: “The descent to Arrée el Tij}-fsle {l?ﬂ?]. in which the Greek m}'thg-

(rernus [Hell

rcadful 1 ¥ r = .
Pl monstrosity” (Virgil's epithet for
MﬁLP::rFus, the one-¢yed man-eating giant, in

| is easy."” logical figure Thyestes seduces the wife of his
_TIEL'EH:‘H Cm“!unir{l'}'ﬂﬂ—lﬂ-'ig} ltalian singer. brother Atreus, the king of Mycenae; in revenge
: Atreus murders the three sons of Thyestes and
cooks them up to serve to their father at a feast,

the Aeneid), The quotation reads: “So baneful a scheme, / if not
Tosper Jolyot de Crébillon (1674-1762) wrote worthy of Atreus, is worthy of Thyestes™ (French).



