= The History of the English

Language
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The history of the English language started when three
Germanic tribes, the ANGLES, the SAXONS, and the
JUTES, invaded Britain during the 5th century. They
crossed the North Sea from what today is known as
Denmark and Northern Germany. These tribes named
their new territory Engla Land, which meant land of the
Angles.

At that time, the inhabitants of Britain spoke a Celtic
language, but most were pushed west and north by
these invading tribes into what is now Wales, Scotland,
and Ireland.

The invading tribes all spoke similar languages, which
they developed into a common language they called
Englisc, which is where our term English derives from.
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the ANGLO-SAXON runic ek
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R $ORN RAD
wealth auwroch thorn oo, mouth riding
CEN GYFU PYNN HAGL
torch it &4 hail-stone
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ice year, harvest  yow tres unknown
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Middle English- TOO-1500 AD

The Notman Invasion
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Changes in Language

The upper classes

% began to speak
« French, while the

lower classes, due to
their lack of access to
education, continued
to speak Old English.

This French-infused English became known as

Middle English.



Early Moden English (1500-1800)

The Great Vowel Shift

Big change in
pronunciation leading
to vowels sounding
shorter and shorter.
Many new words and
phrases entered the
language.

N

HAMLET

Prince of Denmarke.

Enter Barnards, and Frincifea, two Centinels,

Hofethere?
Mn V VNJ) anfvere me. Stand and vnfoldeyour fclfc
Longliue theKing, R

F) A, Ahi B.lfﬂ.lm')

Bar; Hee,
Fran, Youcome moft carefully vpon your houre,

. Bar. Tisnow (trooke twelfe, getthieeto bed Frandits,

Fran, Forthxsrclxefcmuchthanks tis bitter cold,
AndTam fickat hart.

Ba. Haueyouhad quietguard 2

Fran. Novamouleitirring,

m

The Invention of
Printing

Meant there was now a
common language in
print. Spelling and
grammar became fixed,
and the London dialect
became the standard.

The first English dictionary was published in

1604.



Late Modem English (I8OO-present)

The major difference is the vocabulary. The Industrial
Revolution created a need for new words, and due to the
expansion of the British Empire, the English language adopted
foreign words from many countries.



The English Colonization of

(mexica

From around 1600, the colonization of North America resulted
in the creation of a distinct American version of English.

In many ways, American English is more like the English of
Shakespeare (Early Modern) than the Late Modern British
English.

American English was also influenced by Spanish, French, South
African, and Native American Languages.



