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(OTHIC



FRANKENSTEIN

o Southern Gothic is

a sub-genre of the
Gothic stye which
was popuar in

Furope in The 1800k,
e Mary Sheley’s

Frankenstein

e Bram Stoker’s
Dracua




odouthern Gothic s UNIQUE

Lo American Lileralure.

oil refies on supernatural,
ronic, or unusual events to
auicle the pol, expore social

issues, and reveal the cutural
character of the American

South.



SG Takes the dlassic
Gothic archelypes,

such as The monster _
or the hero, and Turns '
them into American »

Southerners.

$
e a spilely, reclusive
spinster

o aAn uneducaled

drunk

o A quicl, wise
awyer



The Grotesque

o A characler with negalive
qualities or something in the

Lown (a house, a farm, elc.)

L

natl is bizarre or taling apart

L

hat alows the auvthor o

highlighl unpreasant aspects of

Southern cuture.



Defining Fealures of Southern

Gothic

o Off-Kilter Characters
o [he Grolesque

o 1 & Innocent

o 'reakishiness

o [ Nie Oulsider

o Imprisonment

O ViO]GDCG

odense of Place




Oft-Kiter Characters

~-Cast of characters with broken hodies,

minds, or sous

o Used o symbolize probems, and to
raiily

question Mo
ok
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The Innocent

A common
character, who may 4

or may nol be
“broken,” but who

often acls as a
redeemer tor others.

A cood exampe s
£ 800 Sxappe s

Mockinobird, which
we wil study this

unil.




Freakishness

In most Southern Gothic stories, there is an
important character (nol aways the

rotagonist or antagonist) who is sl apart
rom %he workl in a negalive way by a

disabiity or an odd, and oflen negalive
perceplion of the workl.




The Outsider

Southern Gothic novels are tied with

characters who are sel apart trom the

estabiished cutural patlern, but who end

up being heroes because their difference
alﬂocws them to see new ways of doing

things that utimately helps o bring
peope ot of the dark.



imprisonment
o Lhis is often both fitera

and figuralive.

« Many Southern Gothic

Laks’ include an incident
where a character is

ocked up, tocked away,

or kepl in seclsion from
others.

o LNiere are ako Southern

Gothic characters that

ive in fate’s prison.



Viockence
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e Racial, social, and dass difference
oflen create underlying tension in SG

novels that Threatens, and often
erupls inlo vioent ways.



Sense of Pace
Compete picture of

a smal, Southern
Lown

e O, smal towns
o Stalely, bul worn

or run—-down

buitlings

o Similar mindsets of

the mhabitants



“A Rose
for Emily”

Wiiam Faukner







“A Goo

an is Hard

to Find”

Flannery

(O’Connor




TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD

Harper Lee



