Unit Two- The English Renaissance (1485-1625)

Othello Background

Believed to have been written between approximately ”703 'LGDL'
e Based on the l+a I | a h __story, Hecatommithi, or
A MOOHSh len by CI n+h|0 , which was published in IS(-Ps
e First recorded performance was for K”’\g TO\meSI ~in ”-POL'
° R\ C“\Oﬁrd Bur bagfz , Shakespeare’s partner and fellow actor, played

Othello.

e Sectting yeh\CﬁjHﬂ‘y B

e Othello is unlike any other Shakespearean tragedy, in that there is no SCLODdal’j

plot
e Th( tragic hero at the center of this story, Othello, is a b\O\Ck MOOY‘ or a

North African MUS\\M a acncml in the Venetian army who falls in
love and elopes with DCSdChﬂOhQL the Whl ""& daughter of a powerful

Venetian senator.
e Othello is a highly respected man of honor, but is still considered an OUH’S ‘der for

me_color of his skin
e He becomes trapped in a web of deceit spun by his “trusted” ensign, \ ag O | which

leads to his downfall. Iago seeks to destroy all that Othello values in life because he was

passed over for a promotion by the soldier, 0055 ‘ ()

Dramatic Terms to Know

Dynamic Character- chamcb— CVO‘\/CS
Hom begmm 40 end

Ex: Othello

Static Character-

Charocter do€s not evolve or
Chande Ex: 1ago (e
de Bx: 100 Pion)

Foil Character- d‘aradﬁ Who 'r\ h‘ h"s \_/Ej, ®
or emphosizeS Cerhain Haite A - ]

O-F a major characker by Con '|'1h 30




