
THE TRAGEDY OF MACBETH
William Shakespeare



Genre: Tragedy      Setting: 11th Century Scotland



➤ Man vs. Self 

➤ Good vs. Evil 
(and man’s 
struggle 
with both)

Major Conflicts and Themes



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

➤ The real Macbeth held the throne in Scotland from 
1040-1057. He was a good and wise ruler. He defeated 
the previous king, Duncan in battle. Malcolm, 
Duncan’s son, defeated and killed Macbeth, then 
slaughtered his whole family so that he could ensure 
his kingship would not be threatened.  

➤ The source material was Raphael Holinshed’s 
Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland (1577).   

➤ The Big Question is “Why did Shakespeare make 
Macbeth a VILLAIN?" 



➤ Macbeth was written sometime between 1604-1606. 

➤ It was first performed at The Globe Theater in 
London.


