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The London Underground, also known as the Tube, is a ra i l network

and popular choice of transport for people to travel around London.

People affectionately called it the Tube after how the shape of the

tunnels looked quite tube-like.

The London Underground map was designed by art ist and

draughtsman, Harry Beck. Beck wanted to f ind an easier way for

passengers to work out their routes than the typical style of map

which at the time, was geographically detailed w i th small wri t ing.

Beck's idea for a route map came from his experience of designing

electrical circuits- a map which would be quick and easy to read

wi thout instruction. His focus was more on passenger needs than the

underground itself. Beck drew all the lines on the map vert ical ly,

hor izontal ly or diagonal ly. Spacing out the stations evenly and not

geographically like the more typical maps of the time. This gave

travellers a better idea of the order and location of stations, but not

necessarily their distance away f rom each other.

Ini t ia l ly rejected by the Underground management, the map became

popular w i th passengers and so was sent into production to be used.

The map is now considered to be a design classic.

c s t ? Page 1 of 4 visit twinkl.com C p r



@ There are 11 l ines w h i c h are

co lou r coded a n d named.

© The Victor ia line was named

after Queen Victor ia.

€ How much you pay for your

journey w i l l depend on the time

of day you are travel l ing, how fa r

you wan t to go and your payment

method. For example if you intend

on making a numbero f journeys in

the same day, buying a day ticket

may work out cheaper t han if

you bought ind iv idual t ickets for

each journey.

© London Underground maps and

guides are free to help guide

passengers around the network.

@ When the Underground was f i rs t

opened in 1863, it became the

world's f i rs t underground rai lway.
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Starting with just six stations,
the tube has grown to a network

of 11 lines and 270 stations.

: The average speed of an

Underground t ra in is 20.5 mph.

On the Metropol i tan line, t ra ins

can reach speeds of over 60 mph.

During the Second Wor ld War,

many tube stat ions were used

as air raid shelters f o r people

in London.

The Central line was converted

into a fac tory for making

aircrafts. The existence o f th is

part of the line was kept a secret

unt i l the 1980s.

The shortest journey between two

stations next to each other is just
260m. I t takes under 30 seconds

to travel between

Leicester Square
and Covent

Garden.

The or ig inal

Underground

tra ins were

powered by

steam.
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