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e o H a r p e r Lee B i o g r a p h y

Born on pr i l 2 8 , l A 2 6 in VY o n r o e v i l l e .

A l a b a m a

Her mother was a h o m em a k e r a n d her father

practiced l a w .

At o n e p o i n t in his career , A m a s a Lee, o n c e d e f e n d e d

+ w o b l a c k m e n accused of

m u r d e r i n g a w h i t e s t o r e k e e p e r _Both clients

were h a n g e J .

As a child, Lee was an u n r l y + o m b o y . She go t into fights,

t a l k e d b a c k t o t e a c h e r s , a n d r e f u s e d t o c o n f o r m t o s o c i e t y ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s .

O n c e in h igh school , she was fo r tuna te to h a v e a g i f t ed E t g l i s h t e a c h e r

w h o i n f r o d u c e d her t o c h a l l e n g I n g l i t e r a t u r e a n d the rigors of

r i t i n g w e l l . She loved

t h c e n B r i t i s h l i r e best, and hoped

t o b e c o m e t h e

« T a n e A u s t e n o f C o u t h M a b a m a .

At the UA o f ~ _ she found a home on the campus

newspaper. Eventually she became e d i t o r - I in-c h i e f of the

R a m m e r J a n m e r a quarterly humor magazine on campus.

Lee entered l a w s c h o o | , but she hated it. Instead, she left to pursue

w h i t i n g i New o r k
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H a r p e r Lee B i o g r a p h y ( c o n t . )

e She s p e n t $ y e a r s w o r k i n g o d d | o b s b e f o r e she f i na l l y s h o w e d

a m a n u s c r i p t t o a n e d i t o r . 2 ' / 2 . yea rs o f r e w r i t i n g f o l l o w e d .

e To Kil la Mock ingb i rd was publ ished in1 9 @ 0 _ a n d quickly c l i m b e d the

best-seller lists, w h e r e it remained for§ B weeks.

e In 1961, the novel won the P u l i t z e r P r i z e

@ To K i l l a M o c k i n g b i r d has sold m o r e t h a n 3 0 m i \ c o p i e s in I g l a n g u a g e s .

e In2011,President Obama awarded her the

Not iona l M e d a l o f + A r t s

e L e e l e d a q u i e t a n d g u a r d e d p r i v a t e l i fe. Her s e c o n d n o v e l ,

G o S e t a W a t c h m a n , was published in 2015.

» shediedon_Februaty 14, 2 0 1 (¢

78


